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Dear Participants, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the first Bay Area Chapter Mini-
Conference, “Food for Thought: A Multicultural Experience.”  As a new 
CATESOL Chapter, we are so pleased to be able to put together a mini-
conference with such a diverse program.  We hope that you find "food for 
thought" in many of these mini-presentations. 
 
As chapter coordinator, I hope that after this mini-conference you will come back 
to future events, consider presenting at future mini-conferences, and become an 
active chapter member. 
 
Please feel free to write to me <joeslteach@aol.com> and suggest other types 
of events that you would be interested in having the Bay Area Chapter develop, 
as well as ones you would like to help develop.  
 
Sincerely, 
Judy O'Loughlin, Chapter Coordinator 
Bay Area Chapter of CATESOL   
 

 
 



 
 

Food for Thought: A Multicultural Experience 
 

Conference Schedule 
 
 

12:30 pm to 1:00 pm ........................................................................... Registration 
 
 
1:00 pm to 1:30 pm ............................................................ Concurrent Sessions 1 
 
 
1:40 pm to 2:10 pm ............................................................ Concurrent Sessions 2 
 
 
2:20 pm to 2:50 pm ............................................................ Concurrent Sessions 3 
 
 
3:00 pm to 3:30 pm ......................................... Networking and Raffle (Room 201) 
 
 
In your conference bag, you will find a raffle ticket.  Please put half of the ticket 

in the raffle box by the registration table and keep the other half.  We will 
announce the raffle winner during the networking session.  You must be present 

to win! 
 

Please make sure to visit our wonderful exhibitors!  And please provide your 
comments at the end of the mini-conference on the evaluation form included in 

your conference bag. 
 

 



CATESOL Bay Area Chapter Mini-Conference 
Concurrent Sessions Overview 

 
 
 

 
Room 

 

 
Sessions 1 – 1:00 to 1:30 

 
Sessions 2 – 1:40 to 2:10 

 
Sessions 3 – 2:20 to 2:50 

 
202 

 
Effective pronunciation tactics 

 

 
Enhance your students‟ listening proficiency 

through online video! 
 

 
Investigating a new format for giving and 

receiving feedback 
 

 
216 

 
Grammar to adults through children‟s 

stories 
 

 
Ventures: Building community in the adult 

ESL classroom 
 

 
Language learning tools…no memorization, no 

translation! 

 
217 

 
Using theatre activities to teach any ESL 

level 
 

 
Let‟s rock with music and dance 

 

 
Readers‟ theatre: A holiday play 

 

 
218 

 
Cultural and demographic influences on 

plagiarism 
 

 
Lighten up and learn more! 

 
Volunteerism: Enhancing ELLs multicultural 

experience 
 

 
288 

 
How to make grammar fun for Spanish-

speaking ESL students 
 

 
Energize your low-level classes with WOW! 

 
The importance to teaching pragmatics to 

English language learners 
 

 
Lobby 
 

 
Exhibitor tables 

 
 



CONCURRENT SESSIONS 1 – 1:00 to 1:30 
 
Effective Pronunciation Tactics Room 202 
 
Paula Landers (paula2007landers@yahoo.com), San Jose State University 
 
Pronunciation training sometimes reaches students‟ deep-seated fears or pride around their language identity.  
How can we support their ability to speak so native speakers can understand them while leaving their “personality” 
intact?  The presentation includes repetitive activities that continue the positive focus on a pronunciation, stress, 
or intonation issue with student-centered or -created activities. 
 
Grammar to Adults through Children’s Stories Room 216 
 
Nadya Dinolova (ndinolova@hotmail.com), Center for Employment Training, San Jose 
 
The presentation will demonstrate how the VESL class at the Center for Employment Training supports the Early 
Childhood Teacher Assistant Program in implementing the preschool curriculum.  The book, The Beasts Are 
Having a Feast, will be used as an example of teaching vocabulary and grammar through children‟s rhyming 
stories, while striving to broaden ECTAP students‟ interests and geo-cultural knowledge, thus empowering them 
to encourage divergent thinking in young children. 
 
Using Theatre Activities to Teach Any ESL Level Room 217 
 
Sarah Sherwood (sjsherwood@yahoo.com) and Judy Nayoung Kim (ocholic@gmail.com), San Francisco State 
University 
 
This presentation will provide a rationale for why theater is necessary and useful in the ESL classroom.   Multiple 
theater activities, adaptable to all levels, will be demonstrated. 
 
Cultural and Demographic Influences on Plagiarism Room 218 
 
Jerome Bush (jerry94568@yahoo.com), Mt. Diablo Adult Education  
 
Most educators attribute plagiarism to laziness or inability.  However, in some perplexing cases, motivated and 
capable students plagiarize.  This presentation examines possible reasons and suggests some methods for 
reducing plagiarism. 
 
How to make grammar fun for Spanish-speaking ESL students Room 288 
 
Elizabeth Weal (ew@tenaya.com), Sequoia Adult School 
 
This session will provide practical techniques for teaching English grammar to Spanish-speaking students with 
little formal education.  It will pinpoint aspects of English grammar that are most challenging to Spanish-speakers 
and introduce a variety of “stand up” grammar exercises that have proven to be effective with this population.  

mailto:jerry94568@yahoo.com


CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2 – 1:40 to 2:10 
 
Enhance Your Students’ Listening Proficiency through Online Video! Room 202 
 
Minjae Joy Kim (joykim81@gmail.com), San Francisco State University 
 
Learning English through online movies allows learners to have more exposure to authentic English beyond class.  
Combining „movie English‟ with the advantages of the Internet as a language learning aid, the audience will learn 
simple steps to employ online movies as useful materials to enhance their students‟ listening proficiency.  
 
Ventures: Building Community in the Adult ESL Classroom Room 216 
 
Dennis Johnson (drjohnso@ccsf.edu), Cambridge University Press and City College of San Francisco – John 
Adams Campus 
 
Cambridge‟s new 5-level series, Ventures, takes students from Beginning ESL Literacy through High-Intermediate 
levels using a four-skills integrative, engaging, and motivating syllabus.  A wide-range of components, including 
the innovative AddVentures, addresses multilevel challenges and learner persistence.  The series‟ flexibility allows 
teachers to use it successfully in open- and managed-enrollment settings. 
 
Let’s Rock with Music and Dance Room 217 
 
Shirley Sung (ssung@ccsf.edu), City College of San Francisco 
 
Music and dance are used to improve learning, reduce tension, and increase brain stimulation.  The unique 
qualities of these activities can enhance listening, reading, and counting.  It encourages communication and 
enables students to learn the alphabet and numbers, and engage in school interactions in a variety of fun 
activities.  Ready to rock? 
 
Lighten Up and Learn More! Room 218 
 
Andrea Uram (andreauram@yahoo.com), Cesar Chavez Middle School 
 
Learning a language is not relaxing.  Affective filter goes up, and learning goes down.  It will be demonstrated how 
to get students smiling, laughing, moving, relaxing, and learning.  Music shared.  
 
Energize Your Low-Level Classes with WOW! Room 288 

 

Aaron Almendares-Brown (altabooks@gmail.com), Alta Books  
 
Discover WOW! Stories From Real Life, a new multi-skills text for low beginners.  You‟ll find compelling true 
stories, dramatic illustrations, and an abundance of innovative exercises skillfully designed to give your students 
all the practice they need.  This is the book you‟ve been waiting for!



CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3 – 2:20 to 2:50 
 
Investigating a New Format for Giving and Receiving Feedback Room 202 
 
Kelley Calvert (kelley.calvert@miis.edu) and Matt Robinson (matthew.robinson@miis.edu or 
robinson.matthew.g@gmail.com), Monterey Institute of International Studies 
 
In an EAPP course, two instructors have been using a digital Flip camera, Youtube, and Moodle to provide their 
international graduate students the chance to give and receive feedback on in-class oral tasks.  In this manner, 
students receive more feedback on their work while practicing their own oral summarizing skills. 
 
Language Learning Tools…No Memorization! No Translation! Room 216 
 
Linda Larsen (llarsen@rosettastone.com), Rosetta Stone 
 
You will learn how to use Rosetta Stone‟s state-of-the-art technology to teach English to anyone from any 
language background or level of proficiency.  The use of interactivity, immersion, and multimedia will create a 
learning system that accelerates students toward proficiency in the four language skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing.  
 
Readers’ Theatre: A Holiday Play Room 217 
 
Meg Morris (morris.cat@comcast.net), Independent Consultant 
 
Reading scripts in class can help students improve cultural understanding, fluency, and confidence.  The 
presenter will suggest techniques from theatre training, which enhance the use of expressive and articulate 
language in reading aloud.  Handout includes activities and the script of a holiday play.  The presentation is 
appropriate for working with intermediate-advanced ELLs in middle school through adult education programs. 
 
Volunteerism: Enhancing ELLs multicultural experience Room 218 
 
Carly Blanchard (carlyb@advanceesl.com) and Jeffrey Puccini (jspuccini@yahoo.com), Advance English 
Academy 
 
Incorporating volunteerism into the ESL curriculum not only enhances ELLs multicultural experience, but also 
establishes them as active, caring members of their new community.  These original lesson plans and materials 
prepare ELLs from the beginner to advanced level at an IEP to volunteer at the Presidio in San Francisco. 
 
The Importance of Teaching Pragmatics to English Language Learners Room 288 
 
Rani Mirabella (ranimirabella@eslsolutions.biz) and Lynne Wilkins (programs@englishcenter.edu), The English 
Center 
 
Language is not one size fits all.  Knowing what to say and when to say it is critical for English language learners; 
nevertheless, there is a lack of courses in pragmatics.  This demonstration will provide lesson plans and teaching 
ideas to make pragmatics fun and relevant in your ESL classroom. 



 

 
 

The Bay Area Chapter of CATESOL would like to thank the following for their support 
and participation in today’s mini-conference: 

 
 

Alliant International University (www.alliant.edu) 
 

Alta Book Center (www.altaesl.com) 
 

Cambridge University Press (www.cambridge.org) 
 

Heinle ESL (www.cengage.com/heinle) 
 

McGraw-Hill ESL (www.esl.mcgraw-hill.com) 
 

Oxford University Press (www.oup.com) 
 

Pearson Longman ESL (www.pearsonlongman.com) 
 

Santillana (www.santillanausa.com) 
 

UC Berkeley Extension (www.unex.berkeley.edu/bayareacatesol) 


